
                    SKAGIT COUNTY 
                     PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
                                            1800 Continental Place, Mount Vernon, WA  98273-5625  
                                            (360) 336-9400  FAX (360) 336-9478 

Committed to Community Service in Transpor tation, Sur face Water  Management and Solid Waste 

 
 

Samish Island Traffic Safety Issues/Concerns 
Samish Island Community Club Annual Meeting 
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The attendees of the Samish Island Community Club Board meeting held on September 13, 2006 asked Skagit 
County Public Works Traffic Engineering staff to review several traffic safety issues and concerns.  I provided 
forms that the community members of Samish Island could fill out and submit their questions or concerns.  
Below are the questions, conclusions, recommendations, and action to be taken. 
 

�  Discussion:  Slowing down traffic on Samish Island Road and Roney Road is a  
         high community pr ior ity. 

 
�  A traffic flow study was conducted on the major traffic handling roads on Samish Island.  The 

below spread sheet shows the results of theses studies. 
 

 
ROAD NAME LOCATION 

ANNUAL 
AVERAGED DAILY 

TRAFFIC  
AVERAGE 

SPEED 

*  
OPERATING 

SPEED 
SPEED 
LIMIT 

Samish Island 
Road 

East of Roney 
Road         1360 42-MPH 48-MPH 35-MPH 

Samish Island 
Road 

West of Roney 
Road        728 37-MPH 45-MPH 35-MPH 

Samish Island 
Road 

West of 
Halloran Road     574 28-MPH 35-MPH 35-MPH 

Samish Island 
Road 

West of Wharf 
Street        528 24-MPH 32-MPH 20-MPH 

      

Roney Road North of Samish 
Island Rd  664 30-MPH 35-MPH 35-MPH 

Roney Road North of 
Halloran Road  

114 17-MPH 23-MPH 35-MPH 

      

Halloran Road West of Roney 
Road  375 25-MPH 30-MPH 35-MPH 

Halloran Road East of Samish 
Is. Rd 195 30-MPH 38-MPH 35-MPH 

      

Blue Heron Road East of Roney 
Road 362 21-MPH 25-MPH 25-MPH 

 
*Operating Speed, or the 85th percentile speed, is that speed at which 85 percent of free flowing vehicles are 
traveling at or below.  Use of the 85th percentile speed to determine safe operational speed is based on the 
theory that the large majority of drivers are reasonable and prudent, do not want to have a crash, and desire 
to reach their destination in the shortest time possible. 
 



Samish Island Traffic  
Safety Continued 
 
Speeding Conclusions: 
Samish Island Road, Roney Road, Halloran Road, and Blue Heron Road are the four most traveled roads on 
Samish Island.  The studies on these roads show that the majority of drivers on Blue Heron Road, Halloran 
Road, and Roney Road are operating within or near the posted speed limits.   Reduction of the speed limit on 
Roney Road and Halloran Road would most likely have very little effect on the operating speeds being 
traveled on either road because of the road geometry.  Both of these roads are straight with good sight lines 
except for a vertical curve on the south end of Roney Road.  Lowering the speed limit would most likely 
create more speeding violators and increase the speed differential between vehicles traveling on the roadway.  
The current speed limit on these roads are appropriate based on the available crash data, volumes, road 
condition, geometry of the road and the basic principles, that the majority of drivers are believed to be 
reasonably prudent and will consider road conditions and their surroundings when selecting their speeds. 
 
The primary concerns of Traffic Engineering staff are two segments on Samish Island Road.  The first 
segment is from Scott Road to Roney Road where the operational speed is higher than the posted speed limit 
by 13-mph.  This increase in speed is most likely a result of the lack of road side friction such as; the lack of 
homes, adequate shoulder widths, and good sight lines.  This segment of Samish Island Road is probably 
posted too low based on the surrounding road side environment.  However, because of the hill and reduced 
sight distance at the intersection with Roney Road, the slower speed limit does provide a safety feature 
through this segment and should remain as posted.  
 
The second segment of Samish Island Road, which is a concern, is from Roney Road to Wharf Street.  This 
segment is approximately 1.5 miles in length and located in a rural residential setting.  The roadway intersects 
Halloran Road and is stopped controlled at this point.  The operational speed on this segment is 45-mph or 10-
mph over the posted speed limit.  The road segment is narrower than the pervious segment with 10-foot lanes 
and narrow or no shoulder width on either side of the road.  Community Members indicated that this road 
segment is heavily traveled by pedestrians with children and pets and has some bicycle use. 
 
Recommendation/Action: 
 

1. Relocate and improve the speed zone signing on Samish Island Road prior to Scott Road 
and install a new 35-mph “Speed Zone Ahead”  sign. 

 
2. Install additional speed limit signing on Samish Island Road between Scott Road and 

Roney Road.  
a.  However, with a lack of roadside friction to provide a visual restriction, motorists 

will drive at a speed they feel comfortable and the additional signs may or may not 
have an affect on speeds. 

 
3. Install transverse rumble bars west of Roney Road prior to the 35-mph speed limit sign. 

a. This will provide both a visual and audible reminder to motorists entering the 
residential area of Samish Island Road west of Roney Road to lower or maintain 
the posted speed limit. 

 
4. Relocate the 25-mph speed limit sign on the lower portion of Blue Heron Road to the east 

out of the curves to the straight segment of Blue Heron Road. 
a. The current location of the 25-mph sign is located within a curvy section of road 

that has an advisory speed of 15-mph.  Relocating the speed limit sign will remind 
motorists of the posted speed limit as they come out of the curves. 

 
5. Install 20-mph advisory speed plaques to the “Playground Ahead”  signs on Halloran Road. 

a. This sign(s) will let motorists know they are nearing a playground or park and to 
slow down when entering the park boundaries. 

 
 
 



Samish Island Traffic  
Safety Continued 
 

6. Increase speed enforcement by the Skagit County Sheriff’s Department. 
a. Studies show this is the most effective measure to slow speeders down. 

 
7. Deploy Radar Speed Trailer on the most traveled roads on Samish Island. 

a. Reminds motorists of the posted speed.  
 

�  Discussion:  Pedestr ian and vehicle conflict on Samish Island Road and Roney Road  
     are a concern of the community. 
 

�  Samish Island Board Members and attendees brought up concerns during the meeting about 
people walking and biking along Roney Road and Samish Island Road and the conflict with 
vehicles traveling these roads. 

 
Pedestr ian/vehicle conflicts Conclusion: 
 
Samish Island Road and Roney Road are located in rural residential areas that generate pedestrian traffic.  The 
pavement widths on these roads are 20 feet with little or no shoulder area.  Landscaping along both roads 
(lawns) abut the pavement or there is a ditch on one side of the road restricting shoulder width. 
 
Recommendation/Action: 
 

1. Consideration should be made by the home owners to have Skagit County crews remove a 
strip of grass (lawns) along the south side of Samish Island Road between Roney Road and 
Halloran Road and along the east side of Roney Road within Skagit County right-of-way 
and place gravel.  This will provide shoulder width for pedestrians to walk outside of the 
traveled lane and reduce vehicle pedestrian conflicts. 

a. A 4 foot to 5 foot gravel shoulder on one side of these roads will provide a place 
for the pedestrians/bicyclists to get off of the travel lane and reduce conflicts with 
vehicles.    

 
�  Discussion:  Change three-way stop at Halloran Road with Roney Road and Blue Heron 

Road to a four -way stop condition. 
 

�  The issue of changing the three-way stop at the intersection of Halloran Road, Roney Road, 
and Blue Heron Road to a four-way stop was brought up at the Community Club meeting.  The 
problem was stated that it is difficult to see motorists on Roney Road approaching the 
intersection and there have been many near misses. 

 
Intersection of Halloran Road with Roney Road and Blue Heron Road stop condition Conclusion: 
 
After a review of this intersection it was determined that traffic patterns have change at this intersection.  In 
years past the major movement was from Roney Road to Halloran Road, north to west.  However, a recent 
study indicates that the west approach of Halloran and the east approach of Blue Heron Road have similar 
approach volumes.  There is also sight restriction due to the cut slope in the southwest quadrant and trees on 
private property in the southeast quadrant.  While there is no recorded crash data at this intersection it was 
indicated in the community meeting there have been numerous near miss crashes at this site. 
 
 Recommendation/Action: 

 
1. Change Roney Road from a through movement from north to west to a stop condition. 

a. This will make the intersection an all way stop reducing the probability for a 
collision and reducing County liability. 

 
 



 
 
Samish Island Traffic  
Safety Continued 
 

�  Discussion:  Remove the stop condition on Samish Island Road and Bay View Edison Road 
requir ing only Bay View Edison Road to stop. 

 
�  It was brought to the attention of Skagit County Public Works Staff that the reason for the stop 

condition on Samish Island Road at Bay View Edison was that the major movement at this 
intersection was  on Bay View Edison Road from north to east.  However, over the years the 
main movement is now east to west and west to east. 

 
Intersection Stop Condition Conclusion: 
 
The current configuration of this intersection is a “T” - intersection with Bay View Edison Road running south 
to north and making a 90 degree turn to the east at the intersection with Samish Island Road that runs to the 
west.  Currently the west approach on Samish Island Road stops and the south approach for left turns onto 
Samish Island Road stops.  The south approach for right turns to the east is a yield, while the east approach has 
no restrictions on its movements.   
 
A turn movement study was performed at this intersection to verify current traffic flows and determine the 
major movement.  The review found that major movement of traffic during the peak volume hour was from 
Bay View Edison Road turning left onto Samish Island Road.  The next highest movement was from Samish 
Island Road to south bound Bay View Edison Road.  Volumes are relatively low at this intersection and the 
study found there was virtually no delay at any of the approach legs of the intersection.  A review of the crash 
history was done at this intersection and no multi-vehicles collisions have been reported since 1989. 
   
Recommendation/Action: 
 

1. Reconfigure the stop condition at this intersection to allow unrestricted movements from 
Samish Island Road (west to east) and Bay View Edison Road (east to west).  No change 
to the current stop condition and yield condition will be made on the south approach of 
Bay View Edison Road. 

a. This will allow for improved traffic flows at this intersection. 
 

�  Discussion:  Sight lines are restr ictive due to over growth of brush along the shoulders/r ight  
    of way the roads. 

 
�  Community Club members indicated that due to the over growth of brush and tree limbs 

that  it was difficult to see at some of the intersections and that some of the road signs were  
obstructed from view. 

 
Restr ictive Sight Conditions Conclusion: 
 
A review of the roads on Samish Island found that there was a problem with vegetation growth that restricted 
both intersection sight distance and obstructed signage. 
 
Recommendation/Action: 
 

1.  Contact Road Maintenance Shop to have the brush cutter/mower trim shoulders/right-of-
way. 

 
2.  Mow and cut brush along County roads on Samish Island roads. 

a. This will provide better intersection sight lines for motorists and increase sign 
visibility along the roads. 

 



 
Samish Island Traffic  
Safety Continued 
 

�  Discussion:  Restr ict large trucks from dr iving on Samish Island Road. 
 

�  Restricting truck traffic from public roadways is something that should be looked at very 
carefully.  The general public sees trucks as an inconvenience because of the noise they make, 
the difficulty they cause when maneuvering through neighborhoods… taking up shoulders 
turning wide or cutting a curve, and seeing around them in traffic.  However, these types of 
vehicles provide an essential service to the public.  They deliver goods to the local businesses 
and neighbors on Samish Island.  They are also the local farmers moving machinery to and 
from the fields to plant and harvest their crops.  It is very difficult to restrict a certain type of 
truck or large vehicle.  Therefore, it is standard practice to restrict vehicles by weight.  What 
this means is that when a restriction is put in place any vehicle that exceeds this weight limit 
would not legally be allowed to travel on that road.  This weight restriction could mean that 
school busses, home oil/propane deliveries, local business deliveries, and possibly some 
farming equipment would not be allowed to drive into Samish Island. 

 
Truck Restr ictions/Conclusion: 
 
Restricting truck traffic on Samish Island Road would cause problems with home deliveries, to the local 
businesses and possibly with the school busses.  Weight restrictions are also very difficult to enforce and 
would require the periodic set-up of portable scales and coordination with the Washington State Patrol 
Commercial Vehicle Division to enforce such restrictions. 
 
However, there is a history of slides on portions of Samish Island Road.  These known slide areas should be 
watched for any indication of road damage, and if found, weight restrictions would be a possible solution. 
 
Recommendation/Action: 
 

1. Restricting truck traffic on Samish Island Road in not recommended. 
 

Summary 
 
Public safety is very important to Skagit County Public Works.  We use all the resources available to us to 
ensure that the latest traffic safety techniques and equipment are applied and used.  We also work very closely 
with the Sheriff’s Department Traffic Enforcement Unit to target problem areas for speed enforcement. 
 
With the above recommendations and actions, Skagit County Public Works believes that by working with the 
community, a step in the right direction has been taken to ensure the continued safety of the residents of 
Samish Island and the public using its roadways. 
 
 
Forrest Jones 
Skagit County Public Works 
Traffic Engineering� � �


